STATEMENT OF EXPECTATIONS

First-Year College Composition


On August 11, 1995, instructors of college composition, representative of Maryland’s two- and four-year public institutions, met to formulate a statement regarding English composition. This statement was developed in order to clarify the English component of the Chief Academic Officers’ response to the Maryland Higher Education Commission’s guidelines for statewide general education.  The Statewide Standards for College English Committee revised the statement in 2006 to align with the “WPA Outcomes Statement for First-Year Composition.”

1.
Each institution will develop a composition program, which may include a sequence of courses, consistent with the needs of its student population and its mission. However, the composition course (or sequence) that fulfills the general education writing requirement should

· be informed by current research in composition and rhetoric;

· advance students’ understanding of themselves as writers, including understanding that they participate with others in public discourse and have moral and ethical responsibilities in that discourse;

· foster information literacy skills, including appropriate use of current technology.

2. Upon completing the designated composition course or sequence, students should be able to

· use writing and reading for inquiry, learning, thinking, and communicating;

· break down a writing assignment into a series of tasks, including finding, evaluating, analyzing, and synthesizing appropriate primary and secondary sources of information;

· conduct scholarly research;

· integrate their own ideas with those discovered in scholarly sources in one or more extended pieces of writing;

· acknowledge and respond to opposing positions;

· engage in a multiple-step writing process (i.e. planning, drafting, revising, and editing);

· define the occasion, purpose, and audience for written documents;

· construct thesis-driven academic essays;

· formulate specific, unified and concise thesis statements that make assertions;

· support assertions with relevant details;
· use stylistic options (tone, word choice, sentence patterns) appropriately for audience and purpose; 

· learn common formats for different types of written documents;

· follow the conventions of standard English; and

· respect and use the conventions of documentation.

3. To help students achieve these goals, faculty should

· assign significant reading to support the writing process;

· require a minimum of 15 pages of academic writing, including 

· extended writing assignments (completed outside of class) and

· timed writing assignments (completed during class or in a testing environment);

· base at least 70% of the final grade on academic writing.
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